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     Vine. Musically. Tik Tok. Each 
RI�WKHVH�DSSV�KDYH�KDG�D�VLJQL¿-
cant role when it comes to mold-
ing part of the artistic side of our 
community. Some may believe 
that these apps are extremely 
cringe worthy and pointless. 
Some may believe that these 
apps help them release their 
anxiety or pent up emotions. I 
believe that this app is a fun and 
creative way to do silly things 
with friends or share amazing 
advice. About a month ago, I had 
the exact same feelings that you 
probably have about Tik Tok. I 
believed that it had no real come-
dic value and served no point in 
our little social universe. Howev-
er, after watching a few Tik Toks 
at an ungodly hour and making a 
little dance video myself. I came 
to the conclusion that this could 
be considered slightly enjoyable 
and even funny. 
     Now, unless you have been liv-
ing under a rock then you should 
know what Tik Tok is. Tik Tok is 
an app that was made after Chi-
QHVH�WHFKQRORJ\�¿UP��%\WH'DQFH�
decided to merge with Musical.
O\��%RWK�DSSV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�
primarily for forty second lip-
sync and comedy videos. Some 
of the most beloved social media 
stars have managed to grow their 
following on this app including; 
Will Smith, Kevin Hart, Cardi 
%��DQG�%ULWQH\�6SHDUV��0DMRULW\�
of those who use this app have 
even become famous due to their 

dancing videos like Loren Gray, 
-DFRE�6DUWRULXV��&KDUOLH�'¶$PH-
lio, and Kristen Hancher. Tik 
Tok could almost be compared to 
as a digital karaoke but you are 
allowed to add your own spin to 
it. For example, the song “Lot-
tery” by K Camp has been used in 
multiple Tik Tok videos followed 

by a dance called the “Renegade”. 
This song has been paired with 
this dance and has slowly become 
one of the most popular videos to 
come across on Tik Tok. 
     Fortunately, Tik Tok is not 
just an app that contains memes 
and dancing videos! There are 
multiple accounts that dedicate 
the majority of their postings to 
tips, tricks, and advice. Have you 

HYHU�ZDQWHG�WR�¿QG�D�QHZ�DFQH�
UHPHG\�EXW�FRXOG�QHYHU�¿QG�
one on Instagram or Snapchat? 
Have you ever been searching 
for how to make your favorite ice 
FUHDP�EXW�FRXOG�QHYHU�¿QG�WKH�
recipe online? Maybe, you are 
tired of sitting through twenty 
PLQXWH�YLGHRV�MXVW�WR�¿QG�D�QHZ�
makeup look? Tik Tok users 
have managed to share all of 
these things in quick one min-
ute videos without the hassle of 
unnecessary introductions and 
irrelevant stories between each 
transition. This could be seen as 
D�TXLFN�DQG�ḢFLHQW�ZD\�WR�OHDUQ�
something easily if you are on a 
time restricted schedule. 
     Ultimately, Tik Tok should be 
seen as an app that not only con-
WDLQV�D�IXQ�ZD\�WR�VKRZ�R̆�\RXU�
awesome dancing skills but also 
contains lots of interesting and 
helpful advice that could help 
when you are in a tough situa-
tion.  Now if I were you, I would 
go download Tik Tok and learn 
how to do the Renegade.

Tik Tok Takes 
Over The World
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“This app 
is a fun and 
creative way 

to do silly 
things with 
friends or 

share amaz-
ing 

advice.”
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2QH�VL]H�¿WV�VPDOO��$W�OHDVW��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FORWKLQJ�EUDQG��
µ%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH¶��%UDQG\�0HO-
YLOOH�LV�D�FORWKLQJ�DQG�IDVKLRQ�
DFFHVVRULHV�EUDQG�WKDW�PDLQO\�IR-
FXVHV�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKHLU�FORWKHV�
RQ�WHHQDJH�JLUOV�DQG�\RXQJ�ZRP-
HQ��7KLV�VWRUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�VXFFHVV-
IXO�FORWKLQJ�EUDQG�VLQFH�LW�¿UVW�
RSHQHG�LQ������DQG�VLQFH�WKHQ��
LW�KDV�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
SRSXODU�VWRUHV�WKDW�WHHQDJHUV�
EX\�FORWKLQJ�LWHPV�IURP��1RZ��LI�
\RX�KDYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�RI�%UDQG\�
0HOYLOOH�WKHQ�WKDW�LV�XQGHUVWDQG-
DEOH�VLQFH�WKH\�GRQ¶W�DGYHUWLVH�DW�
DOO��7KH�EUDQG�KDV�PDQDJHG�WR�
JDLQ�D�ODUJH�IROORZLQJ�E\�KDYLQJ�
FHOHEULWLHV�OLNH�.HQGDOO�-HQQHU��
+DLOH\�%LHEHU��DQG�6R¿D�5LFKLH�
DGYHUWLVH�WKHLU�FORWKLQJ��'HVSLWH�
DOO�RI�WKH�SRVLWLYH�IHHGEDFN�WKDW�
%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH�PD\�JDLQ�IURP�
WKHLU�FHOHEULW\�DGYHUWLVHUV��WKHUH�
LV�RQH�PDMRU�ÀDZ�WKDW�LV�ZLGHO\�
NQRZQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�EUDQG��$�ODUJH�
SDUW�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD�LV�³ERG\�
SRVLWLYLW\�´�WKLV�LV�DQ�DVSHFW�WKDW�
KDV�EHHQ�EXLOW�XS�DQG�WRUH�EDFN�
GRZQ��GXH�WR�HLWKHU�ERG\�VKDP-
LQJ�RU�WKH�PXOWLSOH�WKLQ�PRGHOV�
EURDGFDVWHG�HYHU\ZKHUH�
���7KH�VWRUH�ZRXOG�JDLQ�D�ORW�PRUH�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�LI�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�OLWWOH�
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�DGMXVWHG�DERXW�
WKHLU�EUDQGLQJ�VW\OH���WKH�VL]HV�RI�
WKHLU�FORWKLQJ��%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�
HDUO\�����¶V��LW�KDV�EHHQ�UHFRJ-
QL]HG�WKDW�WKH�EUDQG�RQO\�KDV�RQH�
VL]H�IRU�FORWKLQJ���6PDOO��%UDQG\�
0HOYLOOH�KDV�D�³RQH�VL]H�¿WV�DOO´�
FODLP�WKDW�KHOSV�GL̆HUHQWLDWH�
LWVHOI�IURP�RWKHU�VWRUHV��'HVSLWH�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�FODLP�LV�HQWLUHO\�
IDOVH��WKH�EXVLQHVV�VWLOO�PDQDJHV�
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WR�JURZ�DQG�JDLQ�SUR¿W�IURP�WHHQDJH�
JLUOV�HYHU\�GD\��7KH�VWRUH�VHOOV�PDLQO\�
³FKLF�DQG�H[WUHPHO\�WUHQG\�LWHPV´�
WKDW�PRVW�WHHQDJH�JLUOV�¿QG�WKHP-
VHOYHV�DWWUDFWHG�WR��7KH�ORRVHO\�¿WWHG�
MHDQV��SODLG�VNLUWV��KDOWHU�WRSV�DQG�
DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�WKDW�PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
DV�SOHDVLQJO\�³DHVWKHWLF´��&RQVLGHU-
LQJ�WKH�VL]HV�RI�WKHVH�LWHPV��PDQ\�
JLUOV�PD\�IHHO�OLNH�WKH\�DUHQ¶W�SUHWW\�
HQRXJK�IRU�WKHVH�FORWKHV�RU�OLNH�WKHLU�

VL]H�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�WR�EH�
DVKDPHG�RI��EXW�WKDW�VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�WKH�
FDVH�DW�DOO�
&ULWLFV�FODLP�WKDW�%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH�
KDV�UDLVHG�WKH�VWDNHV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�
WR�IDW�VKDPLQJ��7KH�LGHD�RI�RQO\�
³VPDOO´�VL]HG�VKLUWV�RU�XQQHFHVVDULO\�
WLJKW�VNLQQ\�MHDQV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLG-
HUHG�DV�DQ�DOO�WLPH�ORZ�IRU�D�IDVKLRQ�
FRPSDQ\��,Q�������7ULVKD�3D\WDV�
VDLG�VKH¶G�EHHQ�VKDPHG�DW�D�%UDQG\�
0HOYLOOH�VWRUH��7KH�<RX7XEH�VWDU�VWDW-
HG��³�,�GLGQ¶W�JHW����VHFRQGV�LQWR�WKH�
VWRUH�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�WROG�µ,�ZRXOG�QRW�¿W�
DQ\WKLQJ¶�DQG�WKDW�,�ZDVQ¶W�DOORZHG�WR�

WU\�DQ\WKLQJ�RQ�EHFDXVH�µ,�ZRXOG�
VWUHWFK�WKH�FORWKHV�RXW�¶�³�3D\WDV�
KDG�UHOHDVHG�D�<RX7XEH�YLGHR�
DERXW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�
KDG�WR�WDNH�LW�GRZQ�GXH�WR�OHJDO�
LVVXHV�LQYROYLQJ�%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH��
7KH�ZD\�D�SHUVRQ�VW\OHV�WKHLU�RXW-
¿WV�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�PDNH�WKHP�IHHO�
PRUH�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV��
%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH�KDV�PDGH�LW�VR�D�
JLUO�WKDW�LV�XQDEOH�WR�¿W�DQ�H[WUD�
VPDOO�ZLOO�SRWHQWLDOO\�IHHO�ZRUVH�
DQG�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�LQ�KHU�RZQ�
VNLQ�
��6RPH�PD\�DUJXH�WKDW�FRQVLG-
HULQJ�WKH�%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH�EUDQG�
LV�SULPDULO\�WDUJHWHG�WRZDUGV�
\RXQJ��WHHQDJH�JLUOV���WKHUH�
VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�DQ\�NLQG�RI�LVVXH��
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�IRU�WKHP��WKHUH�
LV�D�ODUJH�FKXQN�RI�WKH�WHHQDJH�
SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�DUH�QRW�WDOO�DQG�
VNLQQ\��8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�VW\OH�RI�
WKLV�EUDQG�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�
VHULRXVO\�GDPDJH�RQH¶V�HJR�DQG�
LPSDFW�WKH�ZD\�VRPHRQH�PD\�
YLHZ�WKHPVHOYHV��
���2YHUDOO��%UDQG\�0HOYLOOH�KDV�
VRPH�VHULRXV�VW\OH�FKRLFHV�WR�
UHFRQVLGHU��,I�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�FKDQJH�
WKH�ZD\�WKLQJV�ZHUH�¿WWHG��WKHLU�
EXVLQHVV�ZRXOG�EH�ERRPLQJ�HYHQ�
PRUH�WKDQ�LW�LV�QRZ��7KH�LGHD�RI�
UHGHVLJQLQJ�ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�KHOS�
WKHLU�EXVLQHVV��EXW�LW�ZRXOG�DOVR�
EH�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�WKRVH�JLUOV�ZKR�
DUH�D̆HFWHG�E\�WKH�SRRU�ERG\�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
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To Thrift or Not to Thrift
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�����5HFHQWO\��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�UDSLG�
ULVH�LQ�WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�YLQWDJH�VW\OH�
ORRNV�DQG�EX\LQJ�XSF\FOHG�LWHPV�
IURP�WKH�WKULIW�VWRUH��7KH�WKULOO�RI�
SXUFKDVLQJ�FORWKHV�DW�RXWUDJHRXVO\�
ORZ�SULFHV�KDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DSSHDOHG�
WR�\RXQJ�XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�FRQ�
VXPHUV��$OWKRXJK�WKH�WKULIW�VWRUHV�
DUH�RSHQ�WR�FXVWRPHUV�RI�DOO�EDFN�
JURXQGV��LV�LW�HWKLFDO�IRU�PRUH�DG�
YDQWDJHG�SHRSOH�WR�VSOXUJH�RQ�JRRGV�
DW�WKULIW�VWRUHV�ZKHQ�LW�WDNHV�DZD\�
HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKRVH�
ZKR�DUH�DFWXDOO\�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�¿QG�
D̆RUGDEOH�FORWKLQJ"�
�����6LQFH�WKH�WKULIWLQJ�EXVLQHVV�KDV�
EHHQ�ERRPLQJ��WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�LP�
PHQVH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�GHPDQG��ZKHQ�
GHPDQG�LQFUHDVHV��VR�GR�WKH�SULFHV��
+HQFH��LW�LV�GHWULPHQWDO�IRU�WKH�XQ�
GHUSULYLOHJHG�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DFWXDOO\�
LQ�GLUH�QHHG�RI�LWHPV�DQG�VWURQJO\�
GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�ORZ�SULFHV�RI�WKULIW�
VWRUHV��,Q�$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH��QDPH�
EUDQGV�KDYH�SURPLQHQW�LQÀXHQFHV��
VR�LW�FDQ�PDNH�DOO�WKH�GL̆HUHQFH�IRU�
VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�OHVV�DGYDQWDJHG�DQG�
LV�QHHG�RI�D�QLFH�VKLUW�IRU�D�VFKRODU�
VKLS�LQWHUYLHZ��,W�FDQ�EH�WKH�GL̆HU�

HQFH�WKDW�ERRVWV�WKHLU�FRQ¿GHQFH���
7KH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKULIW�VWRUHV�
ZHUH�IRU�FKDULWDEOH�SXUSRVHV�DQG�
SURYLGLQJ�HFRQRPLF�SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�
ORZ�SDLG�FRQVXPHUV��ZKLFK�LV�D�ZLQ�
ZLQ�VLWXDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�SURFHVV�
LV�GLVUXSWHG�LI�XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�
FXVWRPHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�
O\�VQDWFK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IURP�XQGHU�
SULYLOHJHG�SHRSOH��
�����,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�
HFRQRPLF�SRVVLELOLWLHV��SHRSOH�ZKR�
DUHQ¶W�LQ�GLUH�QHHG�RI�FORWKHV�ZLOO�
SXUFKDVH�FORWKHV�RQ�LPSXOVH�VLQFH�
WKH�LWHPV�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�FKHDS��0RVW�
XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�SHRSOH�DOUHDG\�
KDYH�HQRXJK�FORWKHV�DQG�MXVW�ZDQW�
PRUH��WKH\�DUH�PRUH�DSW�WR�EX\�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WKH\�PLJKW�ZHDU��8VXDOO\��WKH�
FORWKHV�PD\�HQG�XS�EHLQJ�ORZ�TXDOLW\��
WKH�VL]LQJ�PD\�EH�LQDFFXUDWH��RU�LW�
GRHVQ¶W�¿W�WKH�VW\OH�RI�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKHLU�
FORWKHV��7KHVH�FXVWRPHUV�ZLOO�RQO\�
VSHQG����GROODUV�RQ�D�VKLUW��EXW�HYHQ�
���LV�H[SHQVLYH�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
ZLOO�MXVW�WDNH�XS�VSDFH�LQ�D�FORVHW��)RU�
WKLV�UHDVRQ��LQVWHDG�RI�DQ�H̆HFWLYH�
PHWKRG�WR�UHF\FOH�FORWKHV��LW�LV�FRXQW�
HU�LQWXLWLYH�EHFDXVH�LW�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�

WKH�ZDVWH�RI�VSDFH�LI�LW�QHYHU�HQGV�XS�
EHLQJ�ZRUQ��7KH�FORWKHV�FRXOG�KDYH�
HQGHG�XS�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�VRPHRQH�
ZKR�DFWXDOO\�ZRXOG�ZHDU�WKH�FORWKHV��
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�FRUUHFW�PHDQV�RI�UHF\�
FOLQJ�FORWKHV��7R�HQVXUH�DQ�ḢFLHQW�
ZD\�RI�UHZHDULQJ�FORWKHV��FRQVXPHUV�
QHHG�WR�EH�LQWHQWLRQDO�ZLWK�WKHLU�
SXUFKDVH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�PRVW�OLNHO\�QRW�
OHDG�WKHP�WR�D�WKULIW�VWRUH��OHDYLQJ�
PRUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�QHHG\�SHRSOH�
WR�H̆HFWLYHO\�EX\�DQG�ZHDU�FORWKHV��
�����,W�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�LI�VRPHRQH�
KDV�PRQH\��KH�VKH�VKRXOGQ¶W�WKULIW�
VKRS�HYHU��+RZHYHU��LW�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�
$PHULFD¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�WR�EH�PRUH�
FRQVFLRXV�RI�RXU�SXUFKDVHV��HVSHFLDO�
O\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�EDUJDLQ�VKRS�
SLQJ��6XUH��LW�LV�D�QLFH�VKLUW�ZLWK�D�ORZ�
SULFH��EXW�FDQ¶W�\RX�D̆RUG�D�GHFHQWO\�
SULFHG�VKLUW�VRPHZKHUH�HOVH�DQG�
PD\EH�JLYH�VRPHRQH�HOVH�LQ�XUJHQW�
QHHG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�WUHQG\�
DQG�VW\OLVK"�
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     2YHU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��DQ�
H[SORVLYH�WUHQG�KDV�ULVHQ�LQ�WKH�
VWUHHWZHDU�DQG�IDVKLRQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��
ERWK�R̆�DQG�RQOLQH��WKDW�VWUHVVHV�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�UHOHYDQFH�RI�SD\LQJ�
RXU�UHVSHFWV�WR�IDVKLRQ�DQG�LGHDV�RI�
WKH�SDVW��9LQWDJH�UHVDOH�VKRSV�KDYH�
H[SHULHQFHG�D�VXUJH�LQ�UHYHQXH�VLQFH�
WKH�GDZQ�RI�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\��
HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�VLWHV�OLNH�'HSRS�DQG�
3RVKPDUN��:LWK�WKLV�QHZIRXQG�ORYH�
IRU�URFNLQJ�YLQWDJH�FORWKLQJ�DQG�WKH�
OLNH�DV�VWUHHWZHDU��WHHQV�DQG�\RXQJ�
DGXOWV�KDYH�WDNHQ�LW�XSRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�
WR�XSURRW�WKH�KLGGHQ�WUHDVXUH�WURYH�
RI�FORWKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�VDW�GRUPDQW�LQ�
WKULIW�VWRUHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��
2QH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKLV�
WUHQG��ZKLFK�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQO\�UH�
IHUUHG�WR�DV�³7KULIWLQJ�´�VXUSULVLQJO\��
LV�HQYLURQPHQWDO��7KULIWLQJ��DV�PRVW�
PLJKW�H[SHFW��KDV�KHOSHG�WR�FOHDU�
RXW�D�ORW�RI�RYHUVWRFNHG�LQYHQWRU\�
LQ�SODFHV�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�DUHQ¶W�DV�LQ�
QHHG�RI�LQH[SHQVLYH�RU�XVHG�FORWKLQJ��
,Q�PRVW�WKULIW�DQG�GRQDWLRQ�VWRUHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�*RRG:LOO�RU�7H[DV�7KULIW��
FORWKLQJ�DQG�KRXVHZDUH�LV�VWRUHG�LQ�
PDVVLYH�VWRUDJH�URRPV��DQG�FDQ�EXLOG�
XS�RYHU�WLPH�LI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�LQ�
QR�QHHG�IRU�ORZ�FRVW�FORWKLQJ�DQG�
DSSOLDQFHV��$OWKRXJK�QR�GLUHFW�DQG�
VXEVWDQWLDO�GDWD�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�VXJ�
JHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKULIWLQJ�KDV�GHFUHDVHG�
WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�FORWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�
LQGXVWU\��WKHUH�LV�DQ�REYLRXV�EHQH¿W�
LQ�UHXVLQJ�WKHVH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�UHF\�

FOLQJ�WUHQGV�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�VHYHQWLHV��
HLJKWLHV��DQG�HDUO\�QLQHWLHV��7KLV�VKLIW�
LQ�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�XVHG�JDUPHQWV�ZLOO�
VXUHO\�KHOS�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�WKH�UDSLG�
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�FORWKLQJ�WKDW�XVHV�
XS�D�ORW�RI�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�DUH�GL̇FXOW�
WR�UHF\FOH��)RU�H[DPSOH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�
WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH��LI�D�SHUVRQ�ZHUH�
WR�ZDON�LQWR�D�WKULIW�VWRUH�DQG�EX\�
FORWKHV�WKDW�ZHUH�PDGH�WZHQW\��WHQ��
RU�HYHQ�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR��LW�ZRXOG�EHQ�
H¿W�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�LI�
WKDW�VDPH�SHUVRQ�ZHUH�WR�EX\�EUDQG�
QHZ�LWHPV�IURP�D�GHSDUWPHQW�VWRUH��
7KULIWLQJ��DW�LWV�FRUH��LV�D�SHUIHFW�H[�
DPSOH�RI�DQ�DFFHVVLEOH�ZD\�WR�UHF\FOH�
DQG�UHXVH��
�����$QRWKHU�TXLWH�REYLRXV�EHQH¿W�RI�
WKULIWLQJ�LV�MXVW�LWV�RULJLQDOO\�LQWHQGHG�
SXUSRVH��7KULIW�VWRUHV��DQG�LQ�VRPH�
FDVHV�HYHQ�UHVDOH�VKRSV��DUH�JUHDW�IRU�
SURYLGLQJ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�
ZLWK�D�PXFK�FKHDSHU�DOWHUQDWLYH�WKDQ�
EX\LQJ�QHZ�LWHPV��3URYLGLQJ�VXS�
SRUW�IRU�ORZHU�LQFRPH�KRXVHKROGV�
WKURXJK�WKLV�V\VWHP�LV�FKDULWDEOH�IRU�
ERWK�VLGHV��EHFDXVH�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��MRE�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�FUHDWHG�DW�WKULIW�
VWRUHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQHYHU�VRPH�
RQH�EX\V�RU�VHOOV�DW�*RRG:LOO��WKH\�
DUH�JLYHQ�WKH�RSWLRQ�WR�URXQG�WKHLU�
WRWDO�XS�D�IHZ�FHQWV�DQG�GRQDWH�WKDW�
SRUWLRQ�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�
HPSOR\HHV�RU�VWD̆��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��
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QRW�EH�FDWHULQJ�WR�RU�HQGRUVLQJ��$IWHU�
DOO��WKH�PDLQ�JRDO�RI�IDVKLRQ�LV�WR�
XVH�FORWKHV�WKDW�\RX�HQMR\�ZHDULQJ�
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     There is a current culture 
of activism that excites Ameri-
cans, and rightfully so. Activ-
ism can bring about helpful 
change and shine light on 
uncomfortable topics. But in 
this spirit of inducing reform, 
a tendency to complain has 
come with it. Activism and 
complaining are not synony-
mous.
     In April of 2018, the pop 
singer, Halsey, went on a 
Twitter rant about how hotel 
shampoo “alienates people of 
color.” Her reason being that 
the “perfumed white people 
shampoo” provided in hotels 
is not suitable for hair types 
other than that of caucasians. 
The low quality has difficulty 
properly cleaning the hair of 
people of color. What Halsey 
failed to realize is that hotel 
shampoo is not designed to be 
the highest quality available. 
It is gone through in large 
quantities and must be cost 
effective for the company. 
Therefore, it is sub par for all 
users, even --gasp-- “white 
people.” Sometimes the an-
swer is simple, if you don’t 
like the shampoo, bring your 
own. Hotel shampoo is not 
racist.
     Complaints that are 
thought to be constructive 
comments are accomplishing 
the exact opposite of intend-
ed. Outcries about “issues” as 
trivial as hotel shampoo lead 
to indifference. When people 
begin to read headline after 
headline and tweet after tweet 
about small everyday incon-
veniences that are distorted 
to seem like offenses against 
human morals, they become 
numb to the real problems.
     In November of 2019, a 

highly anticipated Harvard vs. 
Yale football game was greatly 
delayed. Why? Well, because 
climate change protesters 
hijacked the field and refused 
to leave. The protesters’ reason 
for the protest was to demand 
that Ivy League schools cease 
to fund fossil fuel companies. 
Both Yale and Harvard subsi-
dize around $29.4 billion and 
$40.9 billion respectively to 
the fossil fuel industry from 
endowments. What did this 
accomplish, one may ask? The 
answer, absolutely nothing 

other than the arrest of 42 
protesters and the waste of 
everybody’s time. This event 
was arguably collective public 
whining that left the onlook-
ers far from moved to action, 
but rather irked. 
     Protests are one of our 
rights as American citizens. 
We have the right for a rea-
son. It can be effective. But 
protests such as the one at 
the Harvard and Yale football 
game are not. The idea of pro-
tests is to call attention to an 
issue. It can inspire others to 
become passionate about the 
topic, and it can influence de-

“You never change 
őĂĆĢúŉ�Ùű�ƇúĂőĆĢú�őĂä�
existing reality. To 
change something, 
build a new model 
that makes the exist-
ing model obsolete.” 
-Buckminster Fuller

cision makers to change their 
unholy ways. This scenario 
merely contributed to the ev-
er-growing stigma of disrup-
tion and altogether pointless-
ness around protests.  
     Remember when headlines 
began coming out detailing 
hardcore feminist’s rebel-
lion against door holding? A 
Melbourne office cautioned 
men to think deeply before 
opening the door for a women 
lest the woman feel inferior. 
This was a result of a survey 
asking the acceptability of 
a man holding a door for a 
woman.  Holding the door for 
someone is a sign of respect 
and act of courtesy. Isn’t that 
what women are demanding 
anyway? Door holding is not 
exclusive to men. If it really 
makes so much of a differ-
ence, why don’t we just en-
courage women to also hold 
the door for men. Will that 
suffice?
     At this point people just 
need to pick their battles. 
Why trouble the world with 
the unimportant when there 
are far more pressing subjects 
to be dealt with than who 
holds the door for whom?  
Are people just looking for 
things to get offended by? 
Focus on the real issues. Not 
everything needs to be picked 
apart and twisted from a kind 
action to a personal offense. 
     I am all for activism. Mak-
ing people aware of the faults 
of society is the first step to 
reformation. Realizing how 
you contribute to injustice is 
also important. But, please, I 
beg of you, stop bellyaching 
about moronic issues. It is 
annoying and you will never 
accomplish what you want.


